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By: Tevin Leachman and Claire McCann
Fontbonne was founded in 1923 by a woman who valued service and education: Mother
St. John Fontbonne. She emphasized above all else eight core values: quality, respect,
diversity, community, justice, service, faith, and Catholic presence. Fontbonne
University was first founded as a college, rather than a university. Mother St. John Fontbonne
founded Fontbonne under the vision and leadership of Sister Agnes Gonzaga Ryan, mother superior of
the local community of CSJ’s. Mother St. John Fontbonne founded the order of the Sisters of St.
Joseph in Lyon, France during the 18th century. It was originally designed to provide postsecondary education to women but evolved into the co-education institution we know
today. This rich information on Fontbonne’s history was shared with us with two of our
librarians, Brady Shuman and Rebecca van Kniest, as you will see below.

https://griffinroar.com/2019/03/14/the-roaring-20s-and-beyond/

1/6

8/8/2019

The Roaring 20s – and Beyond – Griffin Roar

The beauty of Fontbonne’s history lives and breathes through the unique collection of
archives our university holds. The archives consist of the historical events that occurred
at Fontbonne, as well as diverse artifacts; each piece of the archive has an important
story to tell. One of the most important resources that can be found includes the
collection of former student publications. First published in October of 1926, “The Font”
was the first of Fontbonne’s student publications, acting as the earliest predecessor to
the current Griffin Roar. On May 21st, 1946, The Font grew in importance, being changed
from an extracurricular activity to an actual course within the university curriculum.
The Font and other Fontbonne publications have helped shape Fontbonne into the
University it is today.
With that in mind the Griffin Roar is pleased to announce the launch of a new feature
for our publication: The Roaring 20s, where we will regularly feature examples of past
Fontbonne student publications. In doing so we pay respect to the past and tie it into
Fontbonne’s future.
To gain more insight into our school’s history of student publications and the
University’s archives as a whole, we interviewed the experts: Rebecca van Kniest and
Brady Shuman, our knowledgeable library archivists. It only makes sense to showcase
all that Fontbonne’s archives have to offer right before the Roaring 20s come around
again. Our successful and substantive interview is featured below:

Why now (debuting the University’s archives)? What was the inspiration behind this
launch?
BS: The archives are being launched because they have been part of the University for so
long and they were sort of hidden and tucked away. We really want to push forward for
the future.

What is in the archives? What is the coolest thing you have seen?
BS: The archives contain a lot of information; you can find granite from the original
build and shovels from the groundbreaking of several Fontbonne buildings, including
https://griffinroar.com/2019/03/14/the-roaring-20s-and-beyond/
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the library. Every time I go down there, I find something new and different.

Do you feel a personal connection with Alums/writers?
BS: I always do, I always imagine a little story about the person which may seem
inappropriate *laughs.*

Why is it important for Fontbonne students/staff to know about the archives?
RK: It makes them ambassadors of Fontbonne; they can talk about the history of
Fontbonne to inform others about what Fontbonne has to offer.

How do you want students/faculty to engage with it?
RK: We want to create a digital collection so that they can get a sense of what we have
and we hope that this will get them to ask us questions out of curiosity.

What feedback have you received thus far?
BS: Good feedback [on social media]. People are curious about what else [the archives]
have.

What, in your opinion, makes the Fontbonne archives distinct?
RK: Fontbonne has a rich history of programs over the years. We have an opportunity to
use the archives to showcase the unique history.
https://griffinroar.com/2019/03/14/the-roaring-20s-and-beyond/
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In addition to these fantastic answers, we wanted to share other fun facts to help give
you more information and context concerning our University’s archives. There are
dehumidifiers in each room to help preserve the papers and other artifacts. Although
the rooms were flooded back in 2012, there are still plenty of facts and papers about
Fontbonne programs and departments. These archives pull together everyone’s interests
and different majors. For example there are lots of details on the history of Fontbonne’s
Theatre program. There are class pictures and graduation commencements, but there
are a few gaps in random places. There is a Mark Twain collection, including older
books. Also, there is CSJ collection containing history and pictures. The Archives’ index
is extensive, existing in digital form as well as in an organized binder in the main
storage room. No matter what you find down in the archives, it contains something
interesting about our university’s rich history.

As Rebecca and Brady thank their former librarians, the Griffin Roar staff thanks
Fontbonne’s former student writers who made their student publications special and
connected to the community. The Font publications are cherished and have received
well-deserved attention, so we suggest also looking into other prior publications, since
Fontbonne students have been publishing for ninety-three years! You can find these
publications and more archive information on the Jack C. Taylor website. On top of
those resources, the Griffin Roar website has added a “Roaring 20s” tab to our header, to
make it more accessible to whoever would like to dig into the archives and previous
Fontbonne publications. We hope you explore the archives and past Fontbonne
publications; they truly make Fontbonne University special!

Reach out and ask our interviewees questions; they would love that!
Rebecca van Kniest
rvankniest@fontbonne.edu
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Brady Shuman
bshuman@fontbonne.edu

Follow Fontbonne University’s Library and Archives on social media:
Twitter: @fbulibrary
Instagram: @fbuarchives
Facebook: Fontbonne Archives

The original publication of this story noted that Fontbonne was a university from the
start, without including key facts about Mother St. John Fontbonne. It has since been
updated on March 16th, 2019.
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Making connections back to various points throughout history is an integral part of
human growth and understanding. How can we know where to go without knowing
where we’ve been?
Fontbonne University prides itself on its storied heritage, going all the way back to
when the school was founded in 1923 by the Sisters of St. Joseph. What started as a
https://griffinroar.com/2019/03/18/february-2019-an-introduction-to-the-project/
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small college for women in Carondelet has expanded to the diverse, coeducational
university that Fontbonne is today.
Tradition rooted in service, love, and generosity is at the core of Fontbonne. It’s our job—
every student, faculty, and staff member—to appreciate and uphold these traditions
and values.
By exploring all that the Fontbonne University Archives has to offer, we can begin to
understand how Fontbonne’s historic past—from the ordinary to the extraordinary, the
humorous to the genuine, and the crazy to the controversial—has created our present
and guides our future. The Griffin Roar has partnered with the Fontbonne University
Archives to present digitized volumes of the Fontbonne student publications—The
Font and Fontbanner—dating back to the first publication in 1926.
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I am a sophomore Professional Writing major from St. Louis, Missouri. I attended
Bishop DuBourg High School, and am involved in Campus Ministry, the Honors
Program, and the Women's Basketball team here at Fontbonne University. I am a
huge foodie and am helplessly addicted to coffee; you can probably nd me in
the corner of Starbucks reading a book.
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By Kass Pemberton and Mari Torres
Soar higher. A call to Fontbonne’s campus to elevate one’s education and to serve the
dear neighbor. Living out this mission is an integral part of who Fontbonne is and this
new slogan is just the beginning of Fontbonne’s rebranding process. The last time that
Fontbonne rebranded itself was back in 2002, when Fontbonne College officially became
Fontbonne University. In 2002, Fontbonne University also introduced the slogan “Learn
More, Be More.” Some members of the community felt that there was a disconnect from
our brand and our true identity. The solution was for the Fontbonne marketing team to
make a completely new identity for Fontbonne to embrace.
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The rebranding process began about a year ago when the marketing team paired up
with Dovetail, a company that specializes in branding. The process started with a lot of
research, both internal and external. Initially they did internal research where they
interviewed students, faculty, and staff about their perceptions about the university.
This led to external research, where the team spoke to people who weren’t necessarily
affiliated with Fontbonne. They asked questions concerning awareness and familiarity
with Fontbonne University and what it represents. After looking at all of the findings
from their research, Fontbonne’s current image was described, among other things, as
“very sleepy.” They discovered that if you knew about Fontbonne, you had very positive
perceptions about the university, but you only knew about Fontbonne if you knew
someone who went there. With that in mind, it was determined that it was time for a
change.
On Tuesday, January 8th, the new brand was revealed to faculty and staff during a
diversity and inclusion training session with help from University President Dr. Mike
Pressimone. On Tuesday, January 15th in the DSAC Cafe, the Marketing team in
conjunction with SGA presented the new brand to the Fontbonne student body. Recently
Elizabeth Brennan, Director of Communications and Marketing, spoke with the Griffin
Roar about the transition to Fontbonne’s new identity.
With this rebranding, there are many hopes for what it will do for the University.
Elizabeth Brennan said, “I think the hopes are that we really energize this place and we
remind our students and our constituents that they are a big part of our brand and our
identity. As students and as alums and as staff, you all are our biggest ambassadors. If
you have a good experience here you are the biggest part of our brand.” Not only does
Brennan hope to energize the people within Fontbonne, “we hope to re-engage the
community, we want the community to remember us, to know us, to know our name.”
https://griffinroar.com/2019/03/19/soar-higher-fontbonne-launches-new-brand-and-logo/
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This rebranding is meant not only to energize the Fontbonne community, but the
greater St. Louis community as well.
The Griffin Roar also interviewed Student Government Association (SGA) President Brian
Aach about his personal involvement in the rebranding process. In his role as President,
Brian worked directly with the Marketing team for the event on campus which
showcased the new brand.
Aach explained the process of inviting as many students as possible to the event. “We
tried to get student’s involvement by having an event in DSAC on a Tuesday where we
broadcasted the logo and new brand. Being in SGA, we tried to invite all students to the
event.”
The Griffin Roar was very interested to know how students among Fontbonne’s
community were reacting to the new brand. According to Aach, morale on campus is
improving because of the new brand.
“Personally, I have heard a lot of good things. A lot of students are especially excited
about the new Griffin. People are excited to have a fierce but calm mascot. That’s what
people are saying and I totally agree with them. With the logo, I personally love the new
blue and purple. Tons of people have put the new stickers with the logo on their cars.
I’m walking around and the dorm next to mine has the new logo on their window.”
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Brennan can also account for a raised morale on campus. “It is such a big change, but
people seem to realize this is needed and they are excited about it, they are excited
about having something new to be excited about.”
Also, with Fontbonne being a smaller, Catholic, liberal arts college in St. Louis, Aach
believes the brand will help to show off who Fontbonne is and positively separate it
from the competition. The rebranding of Fontbonne went live Monday, March 4, 2019.
The launch consisted of the official public unveiling of the ad campaign (including radio
ads and billboards), the new magazine, and the new university website. All social
media platforms have switched over as well.
Aach summed up the need for the rebranding, saying “I think Fontbonne needed this
change to be known because campus was becoming really quiet. I think this will help
people know, ‘Hey this is Fontbonne, we actually do exist, we aren’t just across the
street from Washington University.’ I’ve heard a lot of good things.”
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In October of 1926, Fontbonne College published its first student-run newspaper, The
Font.
The first volume highlighted the beginning of the school year and all that goes along
with it, while specifically featuring the entrance to Ryan Hall.
ASPIRATION. SKILL. STABILITY.
These are the terms that were used to describe the entrance to Ryan Hall in 1926. “It is
veritably a ‘door to opportunity.’”

These three words represented—and continue to represent—Fontbonne students to this
day. Fontbonne students aspire to soar higher and lift others up with them. Fontbonne
students aim to learn invaluable skills to excel in life beyond the classroom. Fontbonne
students strive to find and seek to provide stability for themselves and those around
https://griffinroar.com/2019/03/21/october-1926-the-first-publication/
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them. Fontbonne students are “wholesome, true, and energetic in promoting every high
and good cause.”
Fontbonne students soar higher.
Read the rest of the first Font publication here.
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